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elcome

elcome to kindergaurten in Charlotte-Mecklenbury

Schools. This year will be u very important one for
your child and you. It may be your child’s first experience
with public school. Going to school should be u huppy
experience. This first year may well determine the direction
of future leurning for your child. It is the purpose of this
handbook to share with you how the kindergarten staff in
our school system will be working with your child to ensure
his or her totul development.

The kindergurten progrum in Charlotte-Mecklenbury
Schools is desighed to meet the specidl needs of five-
yedr olds. It provides for these heeds in d child-centered
environment that is equipped with a wedlth of concrete,
open-ended instructional materidls,

The name “kindergurten” meuns “u garden of children”
where dll children grow und develop us unique humun
beings. As purents and educuators, we nheed to keep
in mind that a five-yeur old hus u lifetime of leurning
uheud. A gyood kindergurten progrum provides youny
children with the kind of foundation that will make dill
formul educution effective.

Parentdl involvement helps muake o positive dnd
rewarding experience for your child.
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b Year Olds

our child is u speciul person who nheither looks, ucts, or
thinks like aunother child. There ure, however, some chur-
dcteristics that are common to dll five-yeur olds.

Physical Characteristics

The kindergarten child:

e is yuiet for only short periods of time

e heeds frequent chanye in uctivity

e hus yood motor control, hus developed muscles to run, throw, und jump,
but may heed to build muscle strength to hold u pencil or pick up a crayon

e hus usuully developed hund, eye, und foot preference

Social Characteristics

The kindergarten child:

e heeds uttention und upproval

e is happy, friendly and cooperutive

e cun be u yreut tulker — needs to huve time to express him/herself

Emotional Characteristics

The kindergarten child:

e is seekiny ucceptunce und u sehse of belonyiny

e responds to pruise, uffection, encouragement und consistent direction
e heeds to be free from pressure

e enjoys u variety of uctivities, but finds security in knowing what comes hext
e seurches for trust, fairness, und definite standards

e is euger und uble to curry some responsibility

Cogpitive Characteristics

Kindergdrten children have da range of cupubilities. Generdlly they:

e ure uctive, interested und curious

e Ure euger o leurn

e leurn by doing things themselves — observing, yuestioniny, imitating,
exumininyg, exploring und investiguting

e have J short but expunding attention span

e yuin understunding of relutionships through music, art,
movement und construction

e ure interested in stories, books und records
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Curricalum

indergarten feachers use these guidelines in
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their planning:

The kindergurten program
is desighed to uchieve
lony-ranye youls for ull chil-
dren in dll domuains — social,
emotionul, coynitive, und
physical.

Children are uctively
enguyed in their leurning.
They observe, they inter-
act with materidls and with
people, und they usk yues-
tions us they explore new
concepts und expund their
understanding.

The curriculum provides
richhess und u wide vuriety
of leurniny experiences,
mauteridls, und instructiondl
strategies to accommodute
a broud range of children’s
individuul differences in prior
experiences, muturation
rates, styles of leurning heeds
und interests.

Children’s sehse of compe-
tence und enjoyment of
ledurning is strengthened by
dllowinyg opportunities for
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choice und by providing
experiences in which
children feel successful.

Promoting children’s literacy
development is u primary
responsibility in kindergar-
ten. Kinderyurten literacy
experiences dre desighed
to develop u love of und
discussion ubout books,
recoyhnize und distinguish
certuin feutures of print und
how it works, familiarity with
the mechunics of reudiny
und writing, identificution
und use of letters, awdare-
ness of sounds und rhymes
in a languuye dlony with
mMaunipulating sounds in the
lunguuge, und expunsion
of vocubulary und ordl lan-
guage,

Children’s school experi-
ences Jre enhunced
through the development
of home-school connec-
tions built on a foundution of
mutuadl respect und support
for culturdl diversity.
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The Kindergarten
Program

An effective kindergurten proyrum is broud enough in
scope to uccommodute the vdrying ranges in rate,
timing and ledrning development that exist in youny chil-
dren. These heeds center upon the whole child — mentdily,
physicdlly, emotionally and socidlly!

The proygram for your child is planned by educh tfeucher who
knows dbout the ways younyg children learn best. These are
nutural ways for children to use their cupucities, to grow und
to leurn many skills. The kindergarten program cuptures this
natural process through planned opportunities in these dreus:
they learn the foundautional

Language and Literacy

Development

Launguuyge development involves
speuking, listeniny, writing und
reuding. Younyg children dre
excellent lunguuye ledrners.
They have leurned fo commu-
hicate comfortubly with others
und ure dlreudy very uwaure of
written lunguuge.

During the kindergurten yeuar,
students need to experience
the enjoyment of reuding while

strategies und skills that  will
enhdble them to reud indepen-
dently. Students learn these skills
to reud independently us they
listen und respond to u variety
of texts. They enjoy listeniny to
stories, reluting characters and
events to their own life experi-
ences, dramuatizing stories, und
responding to stories throuyh
art und writing uctivities. They
cun extend their ordl lunguuyge
skills when given opportuni-
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ties to express themselves,
and they can learn how lan-
guuye is recorded to convey
experiences und ideus us they
observe their experiences und
ideus beiny written. Kinder-
gurten students will enguge in
word play, listen and respond to
children’s literature, and build
reuding and writing concepts,
skills, and strategies. In our kin-
dergarten program, children
have the opportunity to:

e listen o und join in the reudinyg
of stories, sonys, poems

e respond to stories through
discussion, drumu, art, music
und movement

e develop und use lists, signs,
messuyes

e work on projects colluboru-
tively with other children

e dictute stories

e explore sounds, lefters, words,
etc.

e experiment with the writing
process

e browse through self-selected
books, muguzines, hewspupers

b&ﬂ:

SO 28

005, {050

,(U>

AN r'

Mathematical and
Scientific Development

The five-yeur old child ucquires
un understunding of muth-
emuatics und science through
repeuted experiences using
concrete, munipulutive maute-
rigl. The wuse of dittos und
workbooks is  strongly  dis-
couruyged. Scientific and
mauthematicul development
occurs when children huave
opportunities to:
e sort und clussify
e count
e mutch
e Meusure
e solve problems of interest
to the child
e recoyhize humerdls
e become uwdadre of time infer-
vdls (days, months & seusons)
e recoyhize busic shapes &
sputial relationships
e develop humber concepts
e explore, yuestion, observe,
foredict, discuss the world
around him (living things, color,
shupe, size, texture, etc.)
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Physical Development

The physicdl development und
well-being of euch chid is very
important fo his overdll growth
und development. The kinder-
gurten teucher recoynizes that
the youny child is still develop-
iny his physicul stature us well us
uttitudes towurd yood heulth,
The progrum dllows opportuni-
ties for euch child to:

e develop Mmusculur control und

coordinution
e develop u sense of rhythm

e find acceptable outlets for
tensions und emotions

e leurn to cure for his body und
vulue physicul heulth

e leurn and practice rules of
sufety

e find enjoyment in purticiputing
in physical activities

Social and Emotional
Development

Leurninyg is u centrdl purt of the
concept of self. No ledrniny
occurs that does not involve
feelings, und what is leurned
uffects a child’s concept of
self. It is the role of the teucher
to provide u climute in which
cooperaution is pructiced, und
one that is happy, redlistic, inter-
esting und friendly where euch
child cun:

¢ leurn from the yroup

e shure und tuke turns

¢ pructice politeness und

thoughtfulness
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e respect the rights and
property of others

e feel u sense of belonying

e uccept yuidunce und authority

e experience joy und sutisfuc-
tion from self-expression und
success

e obtuin u sense of uffection,
approvul, independence und
self-respect

Creative Expression

The kindergurten child needs
mauny ways to express personul
thoughts und feelings. As verbul
expression develops so  Mmust
expression through art, music,
dunce/movement, creutive dru-
mautics und literature. The children
will have opportunities to:
e explore body movement
through music
e use their voices in singing
e leaurn ubout various instruments
e Creute music
e explore different art mediu -
puint, clay, crayons, etfc.
e express themselves credtively
e leurn ubout fumous urtists
e understund the world ubout
them through credtive dramuat-
ics; role play, puppets und
funtomime
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Things To Know

Entrance Requirements

¢ A child entering kindergarten
must be five (5) years old on or
before August 31.

o A copy of the child’s Birth
Certificute (or other Proof of
Aye und Legul Nume) und two
proofs of Mecklenburg County
residency must be taken to the
school in order to reyister the
child. Pleuse check Student
Placement on the CMS welbsite
for detuils.

Health Assessment:

In compliance with NC law,
dll students entering NC
public schools for the first fime
must present u completed
NC Heudlth Assessment
Transmittal Form on or before
the first duy of school.

The following busic
immunizations are reqguired by
stute law before the first duy of
school entry:

e DTP - 5 doses
¢ Polio — 4 or more doses (the

last must be on or ufter the 4th
birthday).
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¢ MMR - two doses
e Hepatitis B — 3 doses

¢ Hib - 1 to 4 doses (Note: Hib
is hot reyuired to enter school
ufter the uge of 5 yrs.)

e Varicella - 2 doses

All students ure reyuired

to present certificution of
immunizations on or before
the first duy of school. If not in
compliunce with the law on
the first duy of school, fumilies
will be given 30 culendar
duays to provide proof of the
immunization and heulth
ussessment requirements.
After 30 duys, students will be
excluded from school.

Health Care

The Coordinuted School Hedulth
Program colluborutes with the
Mecklenbury County Hedlth
Dejpurtment’s School Heudlth
Program to provide u sufe und
hedlthy ledarning environment
with school hurses ussiyned

to dll CMS schools. School
nurses provide preventative
educution, first uid, emergency
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cure, ussessment, referrals,
und mMunuygement of ucute
und chrohic hedlth problems.
Proper documentution from
u medicul provider is reyuired
to udminister medicutions

to students. If your child hus
specidl hedlth or dietary heeds,
pleuse contuct your school
office prior to the sturt of
school.

To keep students heulthy und
reudy to leurn, school nurses
work with the school to:

e Reduce or eliminute hedlth
problems, including those thut
dre ucute und chronic, so
that children do not lose time
in cluss.

e |[dentify suspected heulth
problems such us poor vision,
hedring, nutritionul und
emoftionul concerns.

o Contuct purents ubout
possible hedlth problems
und help them find proper
resources for cure,

e Support school stuff in sufe
administration of medicutions
in school.

e Ensure compliunce with
immunizations und physicul
exums required for school
entry und uttendunce.

If your child has special heulth or
dietary needs, pleuse contuct
your school office prior to the
start of school.
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Generdl

¢ Breakfast — is offered duily in
dll schools before the sturt of
the school day ut ho churge
to students.

e Lunch - a variety of nutritious
choices ure provided in the
school cufeteriu euch duay.
Lunch includes meut/meut
substitute, veyetables/fruit,
grain and milk. Children who
bring lunches from home cun
buy milk in the cufeteria,

School hours — The opehing
und closing hours vary from
school to school. Pleuse
consult the CMS or school
website,

Bus Schedules — Bus routes
und schedules will be
determined before the
beyinning of school. Euch
purent will receive this
information right before
school beyins.

Progress Reports —
Parent-Teucher conferences
dare held ufter the first nine
weeks of school. Parents will
receive individuul proyress
reports periodicully during
the yeur,
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5 Parent Poinfers

To Help Your Child
Be Successful At School

1. Reud to your child every duy. Reuding to
children is the most important thing parents
do to help their children become yood
reuders.

2. Estublish fumily routines: frequent meuls
tfogether ut the tuble und u consistent
bedtime onh school hights.

3. Estublish u few rules ut home und see thut
your child follows them.,

. Provide muny different experiences for
your child to visit the library, parks, festivals,
museums, post office, dirport and other
interestinyg pluces.

5. Limit screen time.
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Parents and
Teachers Together

Puren’r involvement is u very important part of u successful
school program. The schools welcome the involvement
and interest of pdrents in the educdution of their children. You
cun become involved by:
e visiting und/or volunteering to help in the classrooms
(Pleuse check in using the Lobby Guaurd system in the school’s office.)
e providing muateridls for hands-on activities
(exumples: cooking ingredients, recycled materidls such us
shoeboxes und plustic tubs)
e serving us u resource for school projects
e becominyg u member of the PTA and uttending meetings on u
regular busis
e ulways checking first with the school (teucher, principal) about
any concerns you have regurding your child
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Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools

In compliunce with federdl law, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools administers ull education
programs, employment activities und admissions without discrimination against any
persoh oh the basis of gender, race, color, religioh, hationdl origin, age or disability.



