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As we end our first semester next Wednesday, I urge you to sit down one last
time this weekend and look at PowerSchool to ensure that your Bronco has
turned-in all of their assignments and has taken all their tests. Grades will be

finalized on Wednesday, January 24th at 4:00 pm and report cards will be sent

home on Thursday, February 1st.
 
1.     Upcoming Week – We have a busy final week of first semester with CMS
Benchmark Testing on Tuesday and Wednesday, No school for a teacher
workday on Thursday, and our school musical “Matilda” on Thursday and
Saturday. Tickets for Matilda can be purchased using the link on the flyer
below.
 
2.    Backpacks – I understand that some parents have concerns about the
weight of the backpacks that students are carrying, especially if you have a
smaller student. I have created a list of the basic things that each student
should be carrying and a list of extras that many are carrying which increases
the weight. These two lists may help with conversations when cleaning out
backpacks with what they need daily and what can stay at home until it’s
needed. Please know that we have done backpack audits and clean-outs, but



students need to do this weekly at home as well. If your child has documented
medical issues, you can contact the school nurse to arrange for your student to
utilize a rolling backpack. Please note that high schools do not use lockers so
helping your student to get organized and only carry what they need will help
them now and in the future. Finally, I realize that kids like to have the popular
backpacks and although these may be great looking and durable, they do add
extra weight with metal spines, thicker fabric, heavier zippers, and extra
pockets to hold more unnecessary items. The lists below are not 100% as
each grade is a little different but will give you an idea of what is necessary to
carry and what is a choice.
 
·         Items needed daily: Chromebook, charger, Math workbook (current unit
only), single subject spiral notebook per class (replace with new one each
quarter), a few pencils and pens, 1 glue stick, colored pencil set, 2-3
highlighters, a few notecards, and small scissors. 
*Please note that we do have a few special classes that require larger
notebooks, art supplies, or folders.
 
·         Items not required that add weight: large metal water bottle, lunchbox
with thermos and/or metal/glass bento box, large amounts of extra supplies
(pencils, pens, markers, etc), personal grooming supplies, body spray, old
math workbooks, single subject notebooks from prior quarters (leave at home),
and old papers, food, and clothing.    
 
3.    Final Call for Families to participate in our annual International Festival -
Our annual International Festival is scheduled to take place on Thursday,

February 22nd. We currently have 18 countries signed up and are still looking
for a few more. International Festival consists of families from our school
community showcasing their native country’s culture to celebrate our diversity
and to share some of the traditions and food that makes each country
different. If you are interested in hosting a booth for your native country or a
country you have called home for a period of time, please complete the Google
form from the flyer below and someone from the organizing committee will
contact you with more information.
 

4.    Schedule Changes – Next Friday, January 26th marks the start of Quarter
3 and Second Semester. Students will change to their new elective classes
that day unless they are in a yearlong elective (Band, Orchestra, HS
Spanish). In addition, we will rotate our blocks again with the new order being
Green, Blue, Red, and Yellow (have your Bronco explain).
 
5.    Leader In Me Lighthouse Renewal Certification – Bailey has been a
Leader In Me Lighthouse School since 2020 and we are up for renewal this

year. On, Wednesday, January 31st, we will have about 100 educators from
the National Leader in Me Symposium in Charlotte visit Bailey, as well as a
representative from Franklin-Covey to evaluate us for recertification. This will
be a very busy day, but also exciting for our students and staff to showcase
many of the great things we do at Bailey. As part of this renewal, we will need
a small group of about 8 parents to sit on panel and answer some questions for
about 30 minutes from 1:30-2:00 pm. If you can speak to how our 7 Habits
have helped your student be more organized, proactive, and successful and
are willing to serve on this panel, then please email me
@ chad.thomas@cms.k12.nc.uschad.thomas@cms.k12.nc.us. Thanks in advance!



 
Create a Great Weekend,

Chad Thomas
Principal

International Festival Sign Up FormInternational Festival Sign Up Form
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